







































































































[23]	The	church	on	Yeşilada,	Lake	Egirdir,	Turkey.	(June	1988)	My	interest	in	Eastern	Christianity	is	not	the	only	way	my	researches	have	mirrored	 characteristic	 emphases	 of	 European	 scholarship,	 and	 sometimes	 of	
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Europe’s	politics	and	diplomacy	too.	Pre-Islamic	Antiquity	–	what	we	commonly	call	 ‘Greece	 and	 Rome’	 –	 has	 been	 another	 major	 attraction.	 But	 a	 violent	reaction	against	European	involvement	with	and,	up	to	a	point,	exploitation	of	a	local,	 but	 alien,	 pagan	 past	 has	 been	manifest	 in	 the	 recent	 Islamic	 Caliphate’s	destruction	 of	 parts	 of	 the	 ruined	 desert	 city	 of	 Palmyra.	 Palmyra’s	 previous	state	–	excavated	and	extensively	restored	mainly	by	European	archaeologists	–	is	illustrated	by	another	extended	sequence	in	my	archive	[24].	
	
[24]	Palmyra,	Syria,	viewed	from	its	mediaeval	castle.	The	great	temple	of	Bel	in	















[29]	Boy	in	front	of	a	wall	of	spolia	at	Zafar,	Yemen.	(July	1997)	After	our	travels,	we	would	return	to	our	village	of	Limni,	very	much	off	the	beaten	track	in	the	northern	part	of	the	Greek	island	of	Euboia	[30-31].	The	Aegean	 Sea	 in	 which	 Euboia	 lies	 is	 among	 Europe’s	 most	 sybaritic	 holiday	destinations,	and	at	the	same	time	a	particularly	sensitive	sector	of	the	frontier	between	 the	 Christian	 and	Muslim	worlds.	 Several	 times	 a	 year	we	 Limniotes	reaffirm	 our	 Christian	 identity	 by	 processing	 round	 the	 village	 behind	 our	beautiful	 Byzantine	 icon	 of	 the	 Mother	 of	 God.	 But	 on	 our	 beach	 is	 the	 cave	where,	 almost	 a	 thousand	years	 ago,	 the	Blessed	Christodoulos,	 founder	of	 the	great	Monastery	of	S.	John	on	Patmos,	took	refuge	from	the	Saracen	pirates	who	were	making	life	there	intolerable.		
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[30]	Limni,	Euboia,	Greece,	looking	across	the	Euboian	Gulf	toward	Mount	
Parnassos.	(December	2003)	  
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[31]	Limni,	Euboia,	Greece:	Epiphany	procession	of	the	icons.	(January	2000)	
 
